The present year is therefore the centenary year of the Odontological Museum. This year is in any case an extremely important one in the history of the Museum; after several years, during which much of it has been in packing cases and the care of it has been associated with much anxiety, the Collection has recently begun to be moved into new quarters which are probably more fitting for it than any it has occupied before. It is indeed a felicitous chance whereby the Museum enters this new phase in its life during its centenary year.
The Odontological Society of London was founded in November 1856 and at first rented accommodation in the rooms of the Medical Society of London at 32A, George Street, Hanover Square. The tenancy of these rooms ceased at the end of 1858 but in the meantime a Committee of the Odontological Society had been very active in planning and bringing into existence the new London School of Dental Surgery and Dental Hospital of London at 32, Soho Square (Fig. 1, p. 855 ).
On January 8, 1859, at a meeting of the Society held in the new Dental Hospital at the invitation of the Hospital Management Committee, a Committee appointed by the Council of the Society to consider "the best means of rendering the Society more generally acceptable and useful to the profession" reported as follows:
"Great and unquestionable as have been the benefits which the Society has-conferred by the Periodical gatherings of its members, its utility might, in the opinion of the Committee, be further increased if it possessed something of a settled home, to which contributions, whether of books, drawings, diagrams, casts, or preparations might be sent, with the certainty OCTOBER of being preserved and arranged, and of being made available for reference or future research. Such an arrangement, however desirable, was not practicable at the former place of meeting, the Medical Society of London having permanent occupancy of all available rooms; but your Committee consider that an opportunity now presents itself for the attainment of this object. Assembled beneath a roof which if it may not strictly be said to be our own, yet belongs in an especial manner to our profession, the Odontological Society would now be justified in incurring a somewhat larger expenditure, to enable it to extend its operations, so far, at least, as to secure permanent occupations of rooms, conveniently situated, suitable for the purposes of a library and museum. Towards the formation of the library a liberal donation of books relating to the Science and Practice of dental surgery has been already received."
The Society's need for a new and larger home expressed in this quotation from the Minutes was quickly met by an arrangement with the Committee of Management of the newly founded Dental Hospital to use its large meeting room and board room for the Society's meetings for the sum of £30 per annum. A few months later in June 1859, for an additional £10 per annum, the Society was granted a tenancy of the front room on the second floor of the hospital "for the purposes of a Museum and Library, such rent to include the opening of the front door by the Hospital Porter". The tenancy of this room commenced on June 24, 1859, and this date may therefore perhaps be accepted as the date of the founding of the Museum.
The first recorded presentation of a specimen to the Society was on April 2, 1859-the skull of a hippopotamus presented by Mr. John Finnie of Alexandria, Egypt, who was elected a corresponding member of the Society shortly after. It seems that this specimen was presented in anticipation of the imminent founding of the Museum. There is some reason, however, to believe that, Proceedings of the Ro even before the events in 1859 that led to the foundation of a Museum, the Society may have possessed some specimens because in the preface to the first catalogue of the Museum issued in 1872 Charles Tomes states that the Museum had been in existence for sixteen years, that is since 1856.
The Transactions of the Society record many generous gifts of books long before gifts of specimens; for example, Mr. T. Purland presented in January 1858 a collection of Public Advertisements on Dental Subjects. It is of interest that Purland was not at that time a member of the Odontological Society but was a member of the rival College of Dentists. It would seem that his gift was an act of goodwill towards the "other" Society and is one of the signs in the early records that there were a number of persons who rose above the intense rivalry for which the early relationship between the Odontological Society and the College of Dentists was notable. Purland's gift is now in the Library of the Wellcome Historical Museum.
Arrangements for equipping the Library and Museum were left in the hands ofJohn Tomes and Alfred Canton and it is recorded that the sums of £36 2s. Od. and £20 8s. 10d. were spent for this purpose.
On February 2, 1859, the Council ordered to be bought a Book of Benefactors in which was to be recorded the donation of books, money and other property. An entry in the Minutes of the general meeting of January 9, 1860, reads, "The entire list of presentations to the Library and Museum during the past year was read from the Book of Benefactors". This custom of reading formally to the Council of the Society a list of gifts appears to have been discontinued after 1872 as there are no further records of such readings in the Minutes. It would seem likely to have been replaced by the custom, which persists to this day, whereby the Honorary Curator presents a Report on the Museum to the Annual General Meeting of the Society. The original Book of Benefactors is unfortunately no longer extant.
The first Curator of the Museum was Edwin Sercombe who was appointed on April 11, 1860. He held office only until the following November when he resigned because he was no longer resident in London. He The exact size and scope of this acquisition by the Museum of the Odontological Society is not known for certain but there is reason to believe that it was quite substantial and may well have been comparable with that of the Odontological Society at that time. Gifts of specimens are frequently recorded in the reports of meetings of the College of Dentists published in the British Journal of Dental Science (1857-63); for example at least 53 specimens were presented in 1857 and about 66 in 1862.
Unfortunately no distinguishing marks were attached to the College ofDentists' specimens, and at the present time it is only possible to identify a very few specimens as probably being original College of Dentists' specimens.
In 1864 Forsyth was succeeded as Curator of the Odontological Society's Museum by Nathaniel Stevenson.
In the original agreement with the hospital authorities no provision seems to have been made for keeping the Library and Museum clean. This appears to have been the cause of a series of troubles extending for several years in the early history of the Museum. For example, trouble arose in 1865 over the dirty condition of the Museum in the course of which Stevenson, the Curator, tendered his resignation on the ground of incivilities that had been offered him by a Mr. Glover who was apparently the hall porter at the hospital. At the request of the President, Mr. Stevenson attended a Council meeting and with-ya 3Setion of Odontology drew his resignation on being informed that Mr. Glover was not a servant of the Society and that the Council therefore had no jurisdiction over him. Stevenson stressed to the Council the need to appoint someone whose duty would be to cleanse the Museum, dust the glass cases and maintain it in a good state. It was left for the President to make some suitable arrangement but it may be suspected that he found no solution because Stevenson resigned the office of Curator a few months later. He was succeeded in 1865 by R. T. Hulme who had been the Curator of the College of Dentists. It is interesting to note that at this time a proposal that the Curator should be In 1868 Hulme drew attention to a need for more space for the Museum, which still shared a room with the Library. It was agreed to provide more room for the display of specimens by transferring two large bookcases to the "large operating room" of the hospital. In 1870 Hulme was succeeded as Curator by Charles S. Tomes who was 24 years of age and had qualified L.D.S., M.R.C.S., only the year before. The first catalogue of the Collection was issued in 1872 after two years of extensive work by Charles Tomes, aided by his friend Mr. J. Scully, to whom Tomes acknowledged his indebtedness "for his co-operation in the arduous task of arranging a chaotic assemblage of unnamed specimens". Mr. Scully was a member of the Society, having been elected in 1870.
There are slightly more than one thousand entries in the 1872 catalogue but the actual number of specimens was much greater because (Henry, 1955) . The Odontological Society with its Library and Museum was transferred to the new dental school and part of the collection was displayed on the first floor and in the gallery surrounding the lecture theatre. The Odontological Society's Museum was thus an amenity enjoyed by the students of the hospital and indeed was used by students of other hospitals; for example in 1877 a request was granted fdr6"Mr. Gaddes, the teacher of dental anatomy at the National Dental College, Great Portland Street, to pay periodical visits to the Museum of the Society with his pupils". It is clear from careful reading of the Minutes of the Society that the fortunes of the Museum underwent fluctuations. In 1879 there appear to have been difficulties and the Curator, Charles S. Tomes, supported by Alfred Coleman, appealed to the Society for paid assistance in preserving and cataloguing the specimens. A committee set up to consider the matter inspected the Museum and arranged for someone to dust and clean the specimens. J. B. Major and W. Weiss were also appointed to describe and arrange specimens and were paid an honorarium of 10 guineas each. Weiss was a member of the Society,. having earlier been a member of the College of Dentists. J. B. Major has not been traced in the membership lists.
In 1880 S. J. Hutchinson was appointed Curator and during the following few years a good deal of reconstruction and expansion took place. The sum of £75 was spent on new showcases. In 1874 John Bland-Sutton presented many of his specimens of comparative dental pathology and also sold to the Society, for the nominal sum of £15, a large showcase to accommodate them.
Hutchinson produced a new edition of the catalogue in 1882 in which the number of entries had risen to over 1,500. Unfortunately the names of donors of specimens, which provide the principal means of tracing specimens of that early period, were not in every case transferred to the new catalogue.
In 1885 Storer Bennett became Honorary Curator. During his curatorship a paid Museum assistant was employed sporadically, at one time -by the Society and at other times out of the Curator's own purse sometimes at the rate of £1 per week and sometimes for one shilling or ls. 6d. per hour. No stable and satisfactory solution was found, however, to the problem of the day-today cleaning and care of the Museum; for example, at a Council meeting in 1890 the Curator had to report that he had been obliged to discharge the Museum Assistant, having on two occasions found him intoxicated.
The loan of specimens is always a source of much anxiety to those in charge of a museum, and it was during Storer Bennett's period of office that the risks so run were brought to light. Permission was granted for specimens to be sent for exhibition at a meeting of another Society. A series of preparations illustrating points of interest in comparative dental pathology was accordingly carefully packed by the Curator in tissue paper, enclosed in wooden boxes, and put into packing cases; it arrived uninjured at its destination. To quote Storer Bennett's words, as recorded in the Minute book (November 5, 1888), the specimens "were returned to our museum very considerably damaged from the utter disregard to their character that has been shown by the person who packed them; in many cases they were wedged into the boxes by brown paper or shavings. The result is that bones have been broken, teeth knocked out and lost, and in some instances the specimens were not returned at all, or only in part". Fortunately this source of possible damage to specimens has since been removed by the rule now in force forbidding their loan for exhibition at meetings other than those connected with the Odontological Section of the Royal Society of Medicine.
In 1900 Storer Bennett died suddenly and Sir Frank Colyer was appointed. This occurred at a time when negotiations were under way to transfer the Museum at least temporarily from the London School of Dental Surgery to the Royal College of Surgeons. These negotiations stemmed a few years earlier (1891) from the need of the Dental School and Hospital for the space occupied by the Odontological Society, and finally from the transference of the Dental School and Hospital to its present site. The collection was therefore, in 1900, packed up and transferred to the Royal College of Surgeons, but less than a year later the Odontological Society had found new premises. In October 1900 it entered into occupation of part of the premises of the Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society of London at 20, Hanover Square and the Museum was allotted a large L-shaped room on the third floor. In 1907 the long contemplated formation of the Royal Society of Medicine took place, and the Odontological Society became its Odontological Section. The Royal Society of Medicine at first occupied 20, Hanover Square so that the Museum remained undisturbed. In September 1909, however, in anticipation of a projected temporary move of the Society to 15, Cavendish Square until the completion of the new building at 1, Wimpole Street, the custody of the Odontological Museum was, by deed of transfer, handed over to the care of the Royal College of Surgeons. The collection, which at that time consisted of about 2,900 items (Colyer, 1943) , was housed in a large semi-basement room which, as many will remember, was reached by a staircase behind Hunter's statue at the far end of the old Room II of the Royal College of Surgeons Museum. The agreement between the Royal Society of Medicine and the Royal College of Surgeons at that time provided that in the event of the Society desiring the return of the Collection "only those specimens formning the Collection at the time of the transfer should be returned and not those added since the trans- On the outbreak of war in 1939, steps were taken to preserve and protect the Collection and, although in 1941 the College and its Museums were very severely damaged, by good fortune the Odontological Series escaped more or less unscathed.
In 1943 those specimens in the Collection which had formed the Odontological Museum before its transfer to the Royal College were offered by the Council of the Royal Society of Medicine as a goodwill gesture towards the reconstitution of the grievously damaged Museums of the Royal College of Surgeons. The College gratefully accepted them and thereby the relationship of the Odontological Section of the Royal Society of Medicine and what had been its Museum underwent a change. The Odontological Section still retains its connexion, however, by these Annual General Meetings and by retaining the right to be consulted regarding the appointment of the Honorary Curator.
In 1950, in connexion with the rebuilding of the College, the Odontological Series had to be packed up and moved from the rooms it had occupied for forty-one years. Since then much of the Collection has had to be stored, but for several years a substantial portion has been displayed in the Wellcome Museum of Pathology. At the present time, however, the Collection is in process of being moved to its very fine new quarters on the first floor of the new building, very appropriately alongside the Department of Dental Science. The new accommodation consists of a large, imposing and well-lighted room (Fig. 3) , adjoining which is a preparation or Curator's room.
It is a remarkable fact that for more than onehalf of the hundred years the museum has been in existence, that is from 1900 until his death in 1954, it was in charge of one Curator, namely Sir Frank Colyer. Through his indefatigable efforts the size of the Collection more than doubled, towards the end of his lifetime being significantly enlarged by the unostentatious gift of his own personal collection of skulls.
Sir Frank's principal purpose during his Curatorship was to make the museum into much more than a shop window of specimens. His purpose was to gather a collection of material which by careful study could be used for the advancement of knowledge. Although the direct value in biological research of museum collections of material may have passed its zenith-the emphasis now is quite properly on the experimental approach and upon new tools provided by histology and chemistry-no one would deny that this great collection, which was built up in the way described here and which probably is unequalled anywhere in the world, must be carefully preserved for all time.
